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labour, or with which he was better satisfied. He delivered
it annually, and regarded it as his chief opportunity for
instilling his political views into the minds of successive
generations of students. And it was far from being a series
of random effusions. It was founded upon a course which
he had delivered in his youth at Leipzig and Freiburg, and
which he had repeated at Heidelberg. Into it he wove
the best of the political ideas which he had elaborated in
his essays, from Die Freiheit onwards. These ideas did not
always benefit by transplantation from their original context
into an academic oration. Half-truths, which are salutary
correctives to the equally one-sided views of a political
opponent, may become monstrous paradoxes when the
original debate is forgotten. Not infrequently we must
refer back from the Politik to the essays in order to grasp
Treitschke's meaning, or to understand how he arrived at
such a debatable conclusion. These lectures have the faults
which are common to all abridgments; in particular they
are excessively dogmatic whenever they deal with the
ultimate problems of political science. Obviously they were
swallowed as a gospel, not so much because they furnished
reasoned proofs as because the lecturer voiced with extra-
ordinary aptness the views which were fashionable with
young Germany between 1874 and 1895 ; because they were
an eloquent defence of Prussia, of Bismarck, of the wars
against Austria and France; because they expressed the
new ambitions of Germany for " a place in the sun," for sea-
power, for foreign trade, for a colonial empire. Germany
was strong in those days, and thought herself stronger than
was actually the case. Treitschke taught her that the
strong have the right to take what they desire by any means
they can.

He was travelling far from the Liberalism of his youth,
and he might well write to his friend Overbeck, who twitted
him with repeating lectures of the Leipzig days : " You would
hardly recognise one stone in the old building/' He was
becoming conservative, partly because he did not sympathise